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HONORING OUR VETERANS:
Building Community from the Values, Up
Honor. Loyalty. Integrity. Courage. Service.
These are the values embodied by those who serve our country. The City of Temecula recognizes that the same values
that build a strong nation also build strong communities. In 2007, City Council reaffirmed the special relationship between
the City and the military community and since that time, the City has worked closely with public, private, and non-profit
organizations to welcome veterans into Temecula. Many of the programs and events described here are the direct result
of the City’s efforts.
In the City of Temecula, we show our commitment to veterans through a
comprehensive approach which includes
Recognition – Through our exceptional Community Services Department,
the City coordinates events and memorials that honor our veterans.
Integration – The City implements programs to welcome veterans into our
community in concrete, visible ways.
Support – The City serves as a clearinghouse for information about veterans’
programs administered at the State and Federal level.

City Manager Aaron Adams (L) with Retired Army Staff
Sergeant Matt Lammers and his wife, Alicia.

Retired Marine Corporal Juan Dominguez addresses the press prior to a benefit concert featuring the Lt. Dan Band.
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RECOGNITION:
Celebrations and Memorials
The City of Temecula recognizes the enormous personal sacrifices made by service members. Out of gratitude for their
dedication to our country, we take every opportunity to publically honor our veterans. The City values our more than
6,000 current or retired military residents and strives to provide celebrations and memorials that appropriately recognize
and remember their service.
Successful events depend on careful orchestration between the City, the honorees, and guests or attendees. To ensure
excellent execution, the City relies on its experienced Special Events staff. Staff strives to include members from all
branches of the armed services, as well as all stages of service (including youth programs, active duty, and retirees)
wherever possible. Organizers pay careful attention to details (such as guest speakers, awards, music, and refreshments) to
set the proper tone. Staff thoroughly coordinates logistics such as seating, parking, and facilities. Finally, the City promotes
events through all appropriate media and military points of contact.
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City of Temecula resident Corporal Ricardo J. Figueroa, Photo By: Sgt. Michael Cifuentes
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VETERANS
DAY:
A Patriotic Salute to Veterans
Each year on this national holiday, the Community Services Department partners with area organizations to host a fitting
tribute to all who have served honorably in the military. The Inland Valley Symphony performs a crowd-pleasing Patriotic
Salute to Veterans. The City publically thanks area veterans for their service. Families of service members are presented
with Military Appreciation Banners (see page 13) which have graced the streets of Old Town. This popular event typically
has approximately 1,200 attendees, making it a great media opportunity.

Photo Credit: Stephanie Getz
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MEMORIAL
DAY:
Gratitude and Remembrance
On Memorial Day, we gather as a community to pay our respects to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to our nation. For this occasion, Community Services coordinates a procession through historic Old Town Temecula,
culminating in a ceremony on the steps of City Hall. Area Scout troops and military personnel participate in the procession,
accompanied by patriotic music. To increase the visual impact, spectators are asked to wear red, white, and blue, and
wave American flags. Approximately 500 people attend this event annually, which concludes with a pancake breakfast. To
continue the fun, military families receive free admission to the City’s pool on Memorial Day.
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PARADES:

Christmas and Fourth of July
Twice a year, the City organizes parades: Santa’s Electric Light Parade in
December and the Star Spangled Parade on the Fourth of July. While
these events are not strictly dedicated to veterans’ recognition, both
parades showcase the area’s military personnel, including active duty
and retired service members, as well as youth military organizations and
Scout troops. Because of their scope, the parades require significant
planning to ensure a safe and successful outcome. Community Services
staff must coordinate road closures, notification of area residents and
businesses, vendors, as many as 100 parade entries (a single Scout
troop entry can include hundreds of children), guests of honor, and all
support services.
The City’s parades have become cherished signature events. The
Fourth of July parade draws nearly 10,000 spectators and participants,
and the Christmas parade, as many as 30,000. The 2014 Fourth of
July parade featured a very special tribute to Temecula’s World War II
veterans, including a recitation of their numerous honors.
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VETERANS
MEMORIAL
PARK:
Letters Home
The Letters Home Veterans Memorial, designed by artist Christopher Pardell, honors veterans for their service. The
steps leading to the memorial and the wheelchair access ramp extending from the memorial are dedicated as “Paths of
Honor.” The installation is a collaboration with the non-profit Path of Honor Foundation, founded in 2004 by David
Michael PH1 USN, a decorated WWII veteran of the Iwo Jima campaign. The paths are composed of permanent granite
pavers, each engraved with the name of an individual who served in our armed forces. Individuals can purchase a paver to
honor a friend or family member who served in the United States Air Force, Army, Marines, Navy, Coast Guard, or WWII
Merchant Marines. Additional donations benefit the JROTC Scholarship fund, which in turn benefits students at Temecula
high schools.
The Letters Home Veterans Memorial is an excellent example of a partnership between the City, a non-profit, and
members of the community. It is located at the popular Temecula Duck Pond, which enhances the memorial’s visibility
within the community.
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A
LIVING
LEGACY:
World War II Video Memorial
This oral history is a collaborative effort between the Temecula Valley Museum and the Mary Phillips Senior Center.
The project interviews area World War II veterans and preserves their oral histories in a professionally produced video
archive. The video memorial will be exhibited in the Temecula Valley Museum and can also be used for educational
outreach, providing an invaluable historical resource for Temecula.
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INTEGRATION:
Building Community
Truly honoring veterans requires more than
ceremony. To create a values-centered
community, we must integrate the individuals
who embody our values into day-to-day life. To
foster this, the City seeks out ways of raising
public awareness of the service members who
live and work in our community. Whether
it’s a benefit concert that draws thousands to
Town Square or a simple signage program,
these gestures provide tangible reminders of the
importance of our veterans.
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COME TOGETHER:
Concerts to Benefit Heroes
A highlight of the City’s ongoing involvement with
veterans’ issues has been its partnership with Building
for America’s Bravest, a partnership of The Tunnel to
Towers Foundation and the Gary Sinise Foundation,
which builds customized “smart homes” for injured
veterans. The City has hosted two benefit concerts
featuring Gary Sinise’s Lt. Dan Band to raise funds for
this innovative organization.
The first of the sold-out concerts raised funds for
Cpl. Juan Dominguez, a triple amputee injured during
his service in Afghanistan. Sinise, a renowned actor
and humanitarian, said, “It is important to stop and
pay tribute to those who have sacrificed the most
for our country. We were privileged to honor USMC
Corporal Juan Dominguez here in Temecula where the
community has been so supportive.” The Foundations
raised $130,000 from the concert, exceeding the
$100,000 goal. Funded by the concert, Building for
America’s Bravest was able to build Cpl. Dominguez a
“smart home” which included an elevator, electronic
cabinets and shelves for easy access, and automatic
doors.
In 2013, the City presented a second Gary Sinise &
Lt. Dan Band Benefit Concert with The Stephen Siller
Tunnel to Towers Foundation. This event brought
over 900 people into Old Town Temecula and raised
$61,210 for Building for America’s Bravest to further
assist America’s most gravely wounded veterans.
The Foundations generously donated 10% of the gross
concert ticket sales back to the City of Temecula,
specifically earmarked for veterans’ programs.
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MILITARY BANNER
PROGRAM:
The Military Banner Program honors active duty military personnel
residing in or having immediate family in the City of Temecula. The
banners display the official military photo of the service member,
along with his or her name, rank, and branch of service, at no cost
to the honoree. The program is administered by the City Manager’s
Office. The banners, displayed throughout Old Town, provide a
visually cohesive, patriotic theme as well as a prominent reminder of
our deployed service members. After one year on display, banners
are presented to the honoree.
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COMBAT
WOUNDED
PARKING:
The City of Temecula’s “Reserved for Combat
Wounded” parking sign campaign invites local
businesses to acknowledge and honor Purple Heart
recipients by designating reserved parking. Retired
U.S. Marine Cpl. Juan Dominguez, a Temecula
resident, proposed the special parking spaces to
the City, which wholeheartedly supported his
recommendation. Cpl. Dominguez himself is a
Purple Heart recipient, having lost both legs and his
right arm to an improvised explosive device (IED)
while serving in Afghanistan. As a public-private
partnership, “Reserved for Combat Wounded”
parking signs are provided by the City at no cost
to the participating business. Each business owner
provides hardware and installation. The program
is funded through the generosity of Marine Corps
Col. John D. Folsom and the non-profit Wounded
Warriors Family Support Organization.
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ADOPTED
ARMED
FORCES:
1 Reconnaissance Battalion
st

The City of Temecula adopted the highly decorated US Marine Corps 1st Reconnaissance Battalion on November 14,
2006. Led by Lt. Col. Michael Mooney since February, 2008, the Battalion’s impressive lineage dates back to 1937, when
it was deployed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The Battalion also served in the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and
Vietnam before returning to Camp Pendleton. The Battalion has received numerous awards and recognitions for its
distinguished service to our country, including the Presidential Unit Citation Streamer with one Silver and three Bronze
Stars for World War II, Korea (1950), Korea (1951), Vietnam (1966-67), and Vietnam (1967-68).
By adopting a specific battalion, the City of Temecula forges a professional partnership for events, color guard ceremonies,
and other official functions.

Photo By: Lance Corporal Ashton Buckingham
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ADOPTED
ARMED
FORCES:
USS Ronald Reagan
The adoption of the crew of the USS Ronald Reagan, Nimitz-Class carrier, formalized the many connections the City has
with both the military and with the former President. Located on Rancho Vista Road, the Ronald Reagan Sports Park is
one of the City’s signature facilities, where thousands of visitors annually enjoy the use of well-maintained sports fields,
extensive playground areas, and walking trails. Prominently displayed by the park’s entrance, the “Can-Do Monument”
pays homage to Reagan, who once cited the City of Temecula as a model of community spirit. The crew of the USS
Ronald Reagan assisted with the first phase of the construction of the Monument, and Retired US Air Force Chief Master
Sgt. Jeffrey “Chip” directed the dedication of the first phase. Temecula Valley High School’s Air Force Jr. ROTC conducted
the presentation of colors at the dedication, and crew members of the USS Ronald Reagan attended the ceremony. Also
attending was Retired Chief Petty Officer Michael McCracken, who serves on the Friends advisory board as well as the
City’s Community Services Commission. His last assignment in the military was on the USS Ronald Reagan.
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SUPPORT:
Boots on the Ground
Ceremonies and memorials honor the sacrifices veterans have made, and integrative
programs raise awareness of those sacrifices within the broader community. But on
their own, these efforts do not address the reality that many service members face
as a result of their service to our country. Veterans frequently struggle with servicerelated physical and mental injuries. Workforce transition is an ongoing challenge,
and reintegration into civilian life can be difficult. That is why no veterans’ initiative is
complete until it adequately addresses these tactical concerns. The City continually
seeks new partnerships to increase the pragmatic support we can offer our veterans.
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VETERANS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM:
As part of its commitment to both economic development and veteran outreach, the City of Temecula has partnered
with the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) to create the Veterans Internship Program. This program provides
veterans with tools and training to help facilitate transition into the civilian workforce. The Veterans Internship Program is
a significant aspect of the vocational rehabilitation program, providing access to work while completing undergraduate or
graduate studies. This program is coordinated through the Temecula Vet Center, a local office for the DVA.
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VETERANS INFORMATION SERVICES:
Because so many veterans’ services are administered at the Federal level, the City must maintain strong ties with the
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) in order to provide effective support for our veterans. Fortunately, the DVA
provides valuable veterans’ resources in Temecula. The Veterans Center provides counseling as well as technical support
in the form of computer, printer, and internet access. Staff members are trained to help veterans with electronic benefits
(eBenefits) access. Additionally, Veteran Service Officer (VSO) volunteers assist veterans in completing forms for medical
assessments, benefits application, and verification of service documentation.
Additionally, the City provides informational brochures at City Hall, the Mary Phillips Senior Center, The Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau adjacent to the Civic Center, Temecula Valley Entrepreneur’s Exchange “Business Incubator” (TVE2), and
the Temecula Community Center (TCC). Information is available on a full range of veterans’ benefits, including health,
education, and financial assistance programs.
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THE
HIGHEST
HONOR:
Giving Back
All communities will experience challenges. Successful communities have the strength, character, and perseverance to face
those challenges and rise above them. But building resilient communities doesn’t happen accidentally. It takes commitment,
planning, and dedication.
These services and celebrations are part of the City’s ever-expanding outreach programs to honor and thank our veterans.
The City of Temecula is built on a foundation of core values. By actively welcoming and supporting residents who embody
our core values, we build a strong, resilient City.
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For more information, please contact

City of Temecula
City Manager’s Office
Office of Economic Development
951-694-6468
41000 Main Street
Temecula, CA 92590

